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DIGEST: 
An employee  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Fort George G.  
Meade, Maryland ,  r e t u r n i n g  from a tempo- 
r a r y  d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t  o b t a i n e d  a meal and 
r e n t e d  a motel room n e a r  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  
when a snowstorm and  i c y  r o a d s  p r e v e n t e d  
h im from c o n t i n u i n g  t o  h i s  home. The 
claim f o r  r e imbursemen t  must  be  d e n i e d  
s i n c e  a n  employee  may n o t  r e c e i v e  p e r  
d iem or s u b s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  area of h i s  
place o f  abode  or h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  
s t a t i o n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  u n u s u a l  c i rcum- 
s t a n c e s .  

An employee claims e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  f o r  d i n n e r  and 
l o d g i n g  a t  a l o c a t i o n  n e a r  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  when a snowstorm 
i n t e r r u p t e d  h i s  t r a v e l  t o  h i s  home f o l l o w i n g  a t e m p o r a r y  
d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t e l /  The employee  may n o t  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  
t h e  meal or  l o d g i n g s  b e c a u s e  he  was i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  h i s  
r e s i d e n c e  when t h e s e  e x p e n s e s  were i n c u r r e d .  

M r .  P h i l i p  R a b i n ,  an  employee  of t h e  Depar tment  o f  
Defense  employed a t  F o r t  George G. Meade, Maryland,  was 
a s s i g n e d  to t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  i n  Camden, N e w  J e r s e y .  H e  
r e t u r n e d  by t r a i n  to Baltimore, Maryland,  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
6:40 p.m. o n  March 8 ,  1984,  and  p roceeded  by automobile 
toward h i s  home i n  a snowstorm.  F i n d i n g  t h e  m a i n  r o a d  
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a v e l  due t o  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  storm 
and s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  c o v e r e d  by snow and ice ,  h e  d e t e r m i n e d  
t h a t  i t  would be  impossible t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  h i s  home. A t  
7:30 p.m. h e  stopped a t  a motel, o r d e r e d  d i n n e r  and r e g i s -  
t e r e d .  A f t e r  l e a r n i n g  a t  11 p.m. t h a t  roads were p a s s a b l e ,  
h e  checked  o u t  of t h e  motel and proceeded t o  h i s  home. 

M r .  Rabin  f i l e d  a c la im i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $7.50 f o r  t h e  
d i n n e r  meal and f o r  $86.58 f o r  l o d g i n g  e x p e n s e  which claim 
was d e n i e d  on  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  meal was consumed by him n e a r  
h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  or n e a r  h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  and  t h a t  
h e  d i d  n o t  spend  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  motel. Mr. Rabin c o n t e n d s  

- l /  M r .  Kenneth F. C h u t e ,  F i n a n c e  and Accoun t ing  O f f i c e r ,  
Na t iona l  S e c u r i t y  Agency, Fo r t  George G.  Meade, 
Maryland,  s u b m i t t e d  t h i s  request f o r  a d e c i s i o n .  
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t h a t  h i s  ac t ions  were j u s t i f i e d  and  t h a t  h e  had made a 
good f a i t h  e f f o r t  to  r e a c h  h i s  home b e f o r e  making t h e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s .  

P e r  d iem i n s t e a d  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e  may n o t  be a l l o w e d  a n  
employee  e i t h e r  a t  h i s  permanent  d u t y  s t a t i o n  or place o f  
abode  f rom which  h e  commutes d a i l y  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t ion .  
F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  para. 1-7.6a (Supp.  1, 
September 28, 1981), i n c o r p .  by r e f . ,  41 C.F.R. S 101-7.003 
(1983). Reimbursement  o f  a c t u a l  and  n e c e s s a r y  s u b s i s t e n c e  
e x p e n s e s  f o l l o w  t h e  same rules as  e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  per diem. 
FTR, para. 1-8.1. 

W e  have  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h e l d  t h a t  a b s e n t  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r -  
i t y ,  a n  employee  may n o t  be p a i d  per diem or ac tua l  subs is -  
t e n c e  a t  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  or a t  h i s  p lace o f  abode from 
w h i c h  h e  commutes d a i l y  t o  h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  
d e s p i t e  u n u s u a l  working c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  may be i n v o l v e d .  
42 Comp. Gen. 149 (1962). Thomas R. S m i t h ,  B-186090, 
November 8, 1976; Department  o f  Commerce, B-188985, 
August  23, 1977; and J o s l i n  McIn tosh ,  B-200779, August  12, 
1981. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  case, Mr. R a b i n  made t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  
Bal t imore,  Maryland ,  w h e r e  h e  resides and where t h e  t e r m i n a l  
s e r v i c i n g  F o r t  Meade is l o c a t e d .  W e  have  p r e v i o u s l y  d e n i e d  
payment t o  a n  employee who r e n t e d  a h o t e l  room a t  t h e  o f f i -  
c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  d u e  t o  b l i z z a r d  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  p r e v e n t e d  
h i m  from g o i n g  home and payment t o  a n  employee  f o r  a hotel  
room a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  where t r a v e l  was l i m i t e d  
by heavy  snow a n d  i c y  roads. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Commerce, 
B-188985, s u p r a ;  J o s l i n  McIntosh ,  B-200779, s u p r a .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Mr R a b i n  may n o t  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  
cost  o f  h i s  d i n n e r  meal and l o d g i n g .  
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